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The effectiveness of a training program based on executive
functions to develop joint attention and its impact on improving
pragmatic language in children with Down syndrome.

Abstract

The study aimed to identify the effectiveness of a programbased on
executive performance in developingjoint attentionand its impact on improving
pragmatic language among primary school students with Down syndrome. The
study sample consisted of (20) male and female students whose ages ranged
from (6-12) years, their intelligence ranged between (55-70) degrees on the
Progressive Matrices scale of John Raven. The study used Raven's Pictorial
Progressive Matrices Test Scale (J. C. Raven) standardization by : (Emad Ahmed
Hassan, 2016), the subscriber attention scale, prepared by: (Abdul Rahman
Sayed Suleiman, Jamal Muhammad Nafeh, and Hana Shehata Abdel Hafez,
2015), and the pragmatic language scale prepared by: (Abdul Aziz Al-Shakhs,
Reda Al-Tanawi, Ramadan Khairy, 2015), and the program based on executive
functions (prepared by: researcher). The currentstudy depended on some
statistical methods appropriateto its variables, this is done through the use of the
Spssprogram, statistical packages for the social sciences, and the use of
descriptive statistics: including the arithmetic mean, the standard deviation, and
the Cornbrash alphacoefficient to measure the stability coefficients of the study
tool, and the Wilcoxon test to indicate the differences between the students of
the experimental group in the pre-post- and follow-up measurement. The results
of the study indicated: the effectiveness of the existing program, the executive
performance of the intervention, in developing joint attention, and its impact on
improvingthe pragmatic language of students with Down syndrome. The results
of the current study were discussed, and a set of recommendationsand future
research were concluded.

Keywords: Executive functions- joint attention - pragmatic language- Down
syndrome.
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